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International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/010952 



1 1. Basis of the report 
1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|gj the international application as originally filed 
| | the description: 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



[ | the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 With righto any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prelirnirtSy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international appUcation in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ THe statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure » the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

j~] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Q the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos . 

j I the drawings, sheets/fig . 



n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been ^ since they have been considered to go 
5 - U beyondme disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

I « 7ny ^cement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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|v. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
~:«~+: An c ann nvni a n fi ti on s sunnnrtine such statement 



citations and explanations suppo rting such statement 
I 1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 
Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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Citations and explanations 

Document Is JP 62-171678 A (Teijin Ltd.), 28 July 1987 
Document 2: JP 58-142042 U (Asahi Medical Co., Ltd.), 24 
September 1983 

Claims 18-27 

The invention that is set forth in claims 18-27 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 
to 2 cited in the international search report. 

Document 1 discloses a method for cultivating cells 
wherein said cells are injected into the interior of a 
hollow fiber membrane, and irregularly shaped hollow fiber 
membranes that do not have a circular cross sectional form 
were well known at the time the present application was 
filed, as disclosed in document 2; therefore, it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to cultivate cells by 
injecting said cells into the interior of an irregularly 
shaped hollow fiber membrane that does not have a circular 
cross sectional form. 



Claims 1-17 and 28-29 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 1-17 and 
28-29 involve an inventive step in relation to documents 1 
to 2 cited in the international search report. 

Documents 1 and 2 do not disclose or suggest a 
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configuration wherein the cell aggregate that is formed 
within the hollow part comprises cells that are layered in 
at least two layers in any given direction, and the 
distance from any given point on said cell aggregate to 
the nearest inside wall of the hollow fiber membrane is 
less than 15\xm, and even a person skilled in the art could 
not easily have conceived of such a configuration. 
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